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MAIL STOP PETITION 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This Petition is in response to the Notice of Abandoimient mailed January 25, 2005. The 
Notice of Abandonment issued, as alleged, due to Applicant's failure to timely file a proper rely 
to the Office Action mailed June 1 5, 2004. A copy of the Notice of Abandonment is attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. As generally apparent from the face of the Notice of Abandonment, it was 
received at a law firm, from which power of attorney has been revoked, on January 26, 2005. 
The Notice of Abandonment was received by the undersigned on February 1, 2005. 

Applicant requests that the holding of abandonment be withdrawn because Applicant 
timely filed a Response to the Office Action on July 7, 2004. A copy of the Response with its 
Certificate of Mailing is attached hereto as Exhibit B. In view (1) of the undersigned's 
familiarity with the signature of Joyce D. Smith, (2) Joyce D. Smith's signature on the Certificate 
of Mailing of Exhibit B, and (3) the undersigned's familiarity with procedures for mailing that 
were in place at the law firm of Alston & Bird LLP when the Response of Exhibit B was mailed 
on July 7, 2004, the undersigned attests on a personal knowledge basis to the timely mailing of 
the Response attached as Exhibit B on July 7, 2004. 
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AppIh.No,: 10/684,901 ■ 

Petition To Withdraw Holding of Abandonment Under 37 CFR 1.181 and 37 CFR 1.8(b) 



Applicant believes that no fee is due in connection with the present Petition. If a fee is 
due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any under-payment or credit any over- 
payment to Deposit Account 09-0528. 

Should any outstanding issues or questions remain, it is respectfully requested that the 
undersigned be promptly contacted at 704-331-4904. 



Respectfully submitted 




CUSTOMER NUMBER 26158 

WOMBLE CARLYLE SANDRIDGE & RICE 

P. 0. Box 7037 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357-0037 

(704) 331-4904 (Telephone) 

(704)444-9971 (Facsimile) 



CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAIL 
"Express Mail Label No.: fr 7ni ifii ill 1T5S" 

I hereby certiiy that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as "Express Mail Post Ofifice to Addressee" 
service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated below and is addressed to: Commissioner fj^f^tents. Post Office^Box 1450, Alexandria. 
Virginia^23 13-1450. 

Date Connie C. Carlson 




CHARLOTTE 427186vl 
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^^&tR^TOf/ce of Abandonment 


Application No. 
10/684,901 


Appncant(s) 
ASSMANN ETAL 


Examiner 

Peter R. Brown 


Art Unit 

3636 





-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address^ 

This application is abandoned in view of: 

I . S Applicant's failure to tirinely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 15 June 2004 , 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 13 to a final rejection consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) 12 No reply has been received. 



2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 
from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), vi^ich is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set In the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1 .18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1 .18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

30 Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by. and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 



4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attomey or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1.34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 3636 

Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1,1 37(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-1432 (Rev. 04-01 ) Notice of Abandonment Part of Paper No. 200501 1 9 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



JAN 2 6 2005 



J STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Vnsinia 223 13-1450 
www.u^ito.gov 
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10/684,901 



10/14/2003 



Uwe Assmann 



826 7590 01/25/2005 

ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

BANK OF AMERICA PLAZA 

101 SOUTH TRYON STREET, SUITE 4000 

CHARLOTTE, NC 28280-4000 
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3564 
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BROWN, PETER R 



PAPER NUMBER 



3636 

DATE MAILED: 01/25/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 




I IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



^fe: Assmann et al. Confirmation No.: 3564 

''ApplNo.: 10/684,901 Group Art Unit: 3636 

Filed: October 14, 2003 Examiner: P. R. Brown 

For: FITTING FOR A VEHICLE SEAT 



PATENT 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



This is in response to the Office Action dated June 15, 2004, in which the Examiner has 
required restriction between several patentably distinct species. Applicant hereby provisionally 
elects, without traverse, to prosecute the claims of the species of Figs. 17 and 18 and expressly 
reserves the right to file divisional applications or take such other appropriate measures deemed 
necessary to protect the inventions of the other species. Claims 1-10, 12-17 and 19-22 read on the 
elected species. 

To partially assist the Examiner in understanding Applicants' listing of claims readable on 
the elected species, and not for the purpose of Umiting the scope of the claims to the disclosed 
embodiments, the Examiner's attention is directed to the final paragraph on page 8 of the 
specification. 

Should the Examiner have fiirther questions or comments with respect to examination of this 
case, it is respectfully requested fliat the Examiner telephone the undersigned so that further 
examination of this application can be expedited. 



ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 

#4656064vl 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to^Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 



CUSTOMER No, 00826 





